
	  

	  

April 7, 2014 
Exhausting The Illusion 

All of the legislators & all of the heads of agencies and departments, including 
USAG, Timothy Purdon, who are now making hand gestures, serious faces, holding 
and attending Senate Committee hearings, were informed of the criminal abuses of 
the children in Spirit Lake Reservation, by way of Mandated Reports--- THIRTEEN 
of them.   

There would be more, many more, but the head of the ACF, Marrianne McMullen, 
and her lackeys put a stop to any more Mandated Reports of Child Abuse being 
issued. That’s how the head of the ACF solves the problem: prevent the reports, the 
problem can then be declared as ‘fixed’.  

Timothy Purdon is on the record as stating that ALL of the cases mentioned in 
those existing Mandated Reports were thoroughly investigated, and most were 
found to be false.  

Sadly, we find out, one horror story at a time, one dead child, horribly abused 
children, badly beaten, sexually abused children at a time, that all of the reports 
were true.  

He made his statement, on the record, and did so in a way that cast the reporters, 
including Thomas Sullivan of the ACF, as liars.  

But then, one of the children, Baby Laurynn, was horribly murdered.  One would 
think that Mr. Purdon would rethink his position and perhaps actually begin to 
investigate the crimes, still ongoing at that time, and still ongoing today, to prevent 
the next horror from hitting the news.  

But he didn’t. He refused. He still maintained that those reports were full of lies.  
Even after one of the children in those reports was murdered. Had he done his job, 
she would be alive today.  

And now comes the Grand Forks Herald story of the gut wrenching series of 
abuses inflicted on a family of children, since infancy.  Another case which Purdon 
and all the other agencies refused to investigate or assured us that they were 
investigated and nothing was amiss… now Purdon responds to the paper’s inquiry:  

Responding to a request for comment, Tim Purdon, U.S. 
Attorney for North Dakota, said, “We’ll follow up on that. 
Make sure those allegations are followed up on. Where 
allegations lead us to discover evidence to support a 
charge, a criminal charge, or a prosecution, we obviously 
move forward.” 
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He’s going to ‘follow up on that’? On what? The story in the paper? Why didn’t 
‘follow up on’ the Mandated Report which these children were only a fraction of the 
number of children detailed as in danger?  

He could have discovered evidence of criminal abuse to these children, and to the 
others, long before, but he refused to act except to disparage the reputations of 
those who made the reports to him.  

“..we obviously move forward.”?? Seriously? Not when there are 13 Mandated 
Reports delivered to him, but only after it hits the local papers? Is that really how 
the USAG functions? Wait until the media uncovers what he should have known 
long ago, and then ???   

“Obviously” he is incapable of moving on anything except to deny the existence of 
the crimes being committed against these children until they hit the papers either as 
battered corpses, or in gut wrenching details of horror and abuse.   

And while he’s thinking of ways to cover his ass, and the asses of his friends in the 
system who did everything they could to prevent any further reports of other 
children who are to this day, being raped, abused, trafficked, beaten and tortured, 
know that there are still children whom he is actively ignoring, including the 13 yr 
old who was raped, and the other young girl who is still waiting, now more than 100 
days, for that rape investigation to begin.  She is being raped by a registered sex 
offender. I’m sure that Purdon will ‘obviously move forward’ when her battered body 
shows up.  I’m sure he’s hoping it will be a suicide and no one will look any deeper 
than that.  

That on stage illusion that works so well because when someone as high up on the 
Food Chain, such as the USAG, dismisses claims of crimes against children, we 
must of course take his word for it over the word of the Social Workers, staff, 
teachers, and even the Director of ACF District VIII, because, why would he lie?  

Maybe we need to look at Mr. Purdon’s connections to some of the key players in 
Spirit Lake, a little closer. Maybe he is the one that needs to be investigated?  
Clearly, he knows what his job is--- he just refuses to do it when it comes to Spirit 
Lake.  

And now, like a drunken magician, stumbling across the stage, he thinks he can 
waive that magic wand of power and authority, and everyone will take his word for 
it, as they have in the past.  

Only problem for the drunken magician is that the curtain is falling down and the 
props are falling apart, exposing the sloppy truth behind his gestures and 
reassurances.   He wants you to believe what he is saying, not what your own lying 
eyes have shown you to be the truth. 
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He wants you to keep on thinking both that the 13 Mandated Reports are full of lies, 
and that he moves forward anytime there is evidence of a crime.  I guess it’s not a 
crime when it is reported by Social Workers, teachers, staff, and the Director of 
ACF Region VIII, but only when it actually is reported in gory detail, by the Grand 
Forks Herald.  

Bear in mind, these same reports were also given to Senators Tester and 
Heitkamp.  These same reports are being ignored by them as they try to figure out 
the complexity of what’s wrong with the Good People of Spirit Lake that they can’t 
seem to graduate enough students, get enough jobs, and continue to suffer from 
alcoholism, abuse, violence, addiction and premature deaths from suicide or 
murder.  

It’s not complicated. It’s corruption. They all want to find ways to put more money 
into these same areas where they have done nothing about the corruption.  There 
is no penalty for corruption. The corrupt become powerful aided by their allies in 
every level of government.  

And now the Senate Committee hearings put on a show and never mention 
corruption.  They do however, discuss more money going into that chaos, and of 
giving the tribes more autonomy and sovereignty, which roughly translated means: 
“We’d like to wash our hands of any responsibility for enforcing any laws that relate 
to the abuses of children, and corruption in communities. We’d like to say that 
Indians can do whatever they want… knowing full well that the members of all the 
tribes want law enforcement, they want the corruption off their lands and out of their 
governments, and they want Justice.  

But sovereignty, and autonomy are ways of pretending the problems are no longer 
‘problems’ and they can more easily ignore reports of abuse, rape, corruption.  
Leaving the tribes in the hands of the powerful and the corrupt, with no recourse, no 
justice, and no connection to the system that is supposed to protect us all.  

They want to stop the reports. Period.  

Tribes are isolated enough by location, and by stereo typing and by lack of 
government enforcing laws against rape, corruption, trafficking, abuse… and now 
the Senate wants to isolate them even more by cutting the cord that would connect 
them, like the rest of us, to the right to Judicial recourse.  And the corrupt will cheer 
them on.  

Russ McDonald had an opportunity at that Senate Hearing to state the problem 
accurately and ask for investigators to look into the corruption and abuses that are 
plaguing his tribe.  He chose instead to praise the very person who denied him 
access to Thomas Sullivan, Marrianne McMullen.   

Not sure what kind of a deal or bargain she struck with him to make sure he praised 
her, when in fact he is well aware she is the lynchpin that is preventing 
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investigations that would have prevented the murder of baby Laurynn and the 
horror story that just came out in the GFH article.  Whatever the deal was, it was 
absolutely the selling of his soul in exchange for a political favor, at the expense of 
the children, and he knows it.  He is the kind of spineless leader that the 
government wants to hold up as ideal for ‘sovereignty’.   

He even admitted in that hearing that years back, 5 children were just dumped on 
him and his wife and no one ever followed up on it.  So, he has known for years that 
no one in Social Services follows up on any placements. He was not a family 
member to these children, whom he says he loves and is keeping, nor was he a 
Foster Parent…  

Nor did he ever look to see what the status of these children are, and what funds 
they were entitled to, and who was getting those payments and where their Social 
Security monies were going.  He is willfully blind, even in his own home. Even for 
children he supposedly loves.  

With everyone willing to allow the corruption to continue without any penalty or even 
investigation of the corrupt, and with the government looking for more ways to put 
more money into that without fixing it or even attempting to, we can all expect more 
horror stories to show up in the news.   

There are so many more cases out there, and Thomas Sullivan is forbidden by his 
superiors to issue any additional Mandated Reports, and Timothy Purdon pretends 
he is the heroic law enforcement agent, ready to fly at it ‘when there is evidence of 
a crime,’… which he only considers worth investigating if it shows up in the papers, 
and never when it shows up as a legally mandated report.  

If we don’t demand of our Senators that they act to convene a criminal investigation 
into the corruption before they shove millions more taxpayer dollars, then we 
deserve to be robbed.  It’s like knowing there is a broken water line and the 
community going thirsty, but instead of repairing the line, just shoving more water 
through it, creating even bigger ruptures, and then wondering why the community is 
still suffering.  

By all of these government agents, agencies and the legislators ignoring the 
Mandated Reports, and pursuing a course of more of the same, we can expect only 
worse, more horrific, more gut wrenching stories to emerge.  

An employee who worked for the tribe recently said that they had been told that all 
these stories were lies, lies, lies, and she believed the people who told them… they 
were in fact, the ‘leaders’ of the tribe, backed up by Tim Purdon’s statements, and 
that when this person began to discover for their self that these reports were true, 
she was fired.  

Recently, children have been shuffled around on the rez. Taken from homes and 
put in other homes, their records destroyed.  A shell game of sorts. So anyone goes 
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looking for the children that used to live here or there or with this or that predator, 
has now got to go looking there, and over there and with other pedophiles.  

I will say this much: The story you read in the GFH about the torture and abuse of 
that family’s children, is only the tip of the iceberg, for both those children and for all 
the other children listed in those reports. Hundreds of them.  

Demand Purdon do his job or that he be removed. Demand McMullen be removed 
and replaced by someone who will carry out the mission of ensuring the safety and 
well-being of children, rather than the comfort and convenience of corrupt political 
appointees and their friends.  

If these children don’t matter to you, then the future does not matter to you. 
Decades upon decades of these abuses, both on and off the rez, are why we are 
not safe in our homes, and must lock our cars while we are driving them.   

If you are not interested in where violence comes from, be assured of where it is 
going: Everywhere.  

We stop it in this ONE place, this one speck on the map, and we bring down a 
system of corruption that webs throughout the nation.   

Think about it: There must be something about this one place that makes it so 
important that the corrupt, the rapists be protected that Timothy Purdon has only 
filed one child rape case in all the going on four years he has been USAG in ND.  
And that case had a rapist that did not live on or come from that rez.  

There must be a reason he refuses to investigate the ongoing rape of a young girl 
who reported it, and has been waiting more than 100 days for an investigation to 
begin.  

The drunken magician tries to swagger across the stage, but his pants fall down 
and all the pigeons fly out… If you choose to applaud that man’s act, there is 
absolutely nothing I, nor anyone can say that will define how withered your own 
soul is.  

Demand more from the media. Demand they pursue the questions and research 
the responses for contradictions with the actions/inactions we have seen so far. 

This is our work to do, all of us. It is clear that those we have elected, and those 
they have appointed, have no stomach for this, and have been working to protect 
the corruption and the corrupt to the point that not only are these children being 
abused and murdered, no one is allowed to file a report about it or try to prevent it.  

We want to believe they will act. But we have seen that they refuse to act. We have 
also been given a tiny peek behind that curtain, and seen the horrors they are 
concealing with their political double-speak, and all their lies.  We need to act now, 
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before that curtain is torn away, completely, in our lives, or the lives of those we 
know and care for.  

“We’ll follow up on that. Make sure those allegations are 
followed up on. Where allegations lead us to discover 
evidence to support a charge, a criminal charge, or a 
prosecution, we obviously move forward.” 

No, no he doesn’t. He hasn’t. He has smeared and ridiculed those who made 
substantiated reports. He’s lying. He’s been lying. His illusion is busted. Everyone 
can see it and him for what he is.  

He just wants you to quit reporting. He wants us all to quit reporting. Hold him 
accountable. Remove that one protector of abuse and corruption. 

We won’t quit.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

 


